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[3] Most 2010 Barged Fish Beat Inrivers, Study Finds –  

http://www.newsdata.com/fishletter/294/3story.html  

Despite the court-ordered spill regime in place at Northwest federal dams, most PIT-tagged juvenile 
spring chinook and steelhead in 2009 still made out better if they were barged through the Columbia 
and Snake hydro system instead of swimming through it, according to a draft study released Aug. 31 by 
the Fish Passage Center. 

New results from 2011 fish returns also suggest barging is not detrimental to juvenile sockeye at all--a 
concern expressed by an independent science panel that scrutinized the feds' proposed transportation 
strategy in the 2008 BiOp, which called for shutting all spill at fish-collector dams for two weeks in May 
to transport as many juvenile fish as possible. But the enhanced-spill strategy put a stop to that, and 
has resulted in a much lower percentage of fish being barged than before it was implemented in 
summer 2005. 

The FPC's latest results from its ongoing Comparative Survival Study (CSS) showed no benefits from 
transportation for wild Snake River spring chinook, but definite boosts to overall survival of hatchery 
spring chinook, and to both wild and hatchery steelhead that migrated in 2009. 

The smolt-to-adult return rate (SAR) for wild springers was 0.63 percent, according to the FPC analysis, 
while inriver SARs averaged 0.79 percent.  

SARs from the 2008 spring chinook outmigration were much higher in the FPC analysis, as transported 
fish returned at a 2.55-percent clip and inriver fish at 2.36 percent. In 2007, transport SARs averaged 
1.20 percent, and inrivers 0.94 percent. 

But the report pointed out that in few years did any SARs reach the 2-percent return rate some 
policymakers think is needed to keep fish numbers stable. 

Still, the 2011 CSS draft report said, aside from 2001, there has been no relative benefit for 
transported wild springers from the Snake, or for hatchery fish from Dworshak and Catherine Creek.  

In 2001--an extremely low-flow year--the CSS report estimated barged spring chinook returned at nine 
times the rate of inriver migrants, and wild steelhead had an adult-return rate 37 times better than 
inriver migrants. 

But the FPC did find higher survival for transported fish "in some years" for Imnaha hatchery summer 
chinook, and higher survival "in most years" for transported hatchery spring chinook from Rapid River 
and summer chinook from McCall hatchery. 

For the 2009 outmigration, transported Rapid River springers had a 0.53-percent SAR, and inrivers 
averaged 0.41 percent. 

McCall hatchery summer chinook that were barged returned at a 0.53-percent rate, according to the 
report, while inriver fish only showed a 0.26-percent SAR. 

The latest CSS report also found continuing benefits for PIT-tagged wild and hatchery steelhead. For 
wild steelhead transported in 2008 (the last year included in the data), the SAR was 3.92 percent, 
while inriver SARs were 3.49 percent. In 2008, the transport SAR averaged 4.18 percent, while the 
inriver return rate was only 1.44 percent. Hatchery steelhead transported from the Snake in 2008 
showed a 2.92 percent SAR while inrivers showed a 2.55-percent SAR. In 2007, the difference was much 
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