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October 17, 2011

Dear Northwest Citizen:

The Council is requesting comment on a draft resource adequacy standard, designed to act as an
early warning system should resource development fall dangerously short of the region’s energy
needs.

The current standard has been used since the Council adopted it in 2008. It was developed by a
forum of electric utilities, utility organizations, public utility commissions, and public interest
groups convened by the Council and the Bonneville Power Administration.

The 2011 standard has been revised to be simpler to use and understand, and an annual
assessment called “The State of the System” provides additional analytical information that
should be especially useful to utility planners—giving planners insight into the status of the
power market, for example.

The Council would like comment on the enclosed standard, background paper, and sample state
of the system report, with a particular interest in feedback on the summary and background
paper. These documents are on our website at www.nweouncil.org/library, and are listed as
Council Document 2011-13.

The comment period is through November 11, 2011, and the Council will also have an
opportunity to hear public comment at its November meeting in Coeur d’Alene,

Please respond to Mark Walker, Director of Public Affairs, Northwest Power and Conservation
Council, 851 SW Sixth Avenue Suite 1100, Portland, Oregon 97204-1348;
mwalkerf@nwcouncil.org; fax: 503-820-2370.

Thank you for your interest in the Council’s work.

Sincerely,

Stephen L. Crow
Executive Director
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